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thought that the prosecution of the subject would only lead to
confused contradiction, and still recommended that it should be
allowed to drop. The House acquiesced in the recommendation,
but the minds of men were not altogether satisfied, although the
great  object  of restoring the order of proceedings had been
obtained. Mr. Gladstone has supplied Your Majesty with the best
outline in his power to give to what he has called a painful scene.
It is probable that in the Press much will be said on the subject,
at present it is not possible to distribute praise or blame (though
a Tory member bore witness that Mr. T. Healy endeavoured to
check the use of the word * Judas').    It is possible that a little
more time, and the comparison of conflicting statements, may
throw effectual light upon the  occurrence,  of which,  though
Mr. Gladstone was present, his sight and hearing gave him but a
very imperfect knowledge. What remains certain is that blows
were used. This is an incident alike novel and disgraceful. It
bears distinct testimony to the vehemence of the feelings with
which men, Irishmen perhaps especially, regard the question
now at issue ;   but it sadly marks a point in Parliamentary
history.    During the   60   years of  Mr. Gladstone's   experience
nothing of the like has occurred. There is a rumour of such an
incident in the time of Mr. Pitt, but Mr. Gladstone's memory
does not serve him sufficiently to dwell on it. In any case it marks
a black day; and to some it will be a subject of regret, that,
when the matter had already become public, nothing could be
done to identify effectually the performers in the scene, or to
bring them to account. There is no reason however, to suspect
in any quarter more than passion and precipitancy. The pro-
ceedings occupied an hour, which might certainly have been
better spent.   A long series of  divisions followed.  In the first
of them the majority of the Government was reduced to 21.
This caused rapturous cheering among the Opposition, but it
was due mainly to the abstention of the Parnellite group. On
the   next   division   the   majority   rose  to   33   and  there   or
thereabouts it continued in a series of other divisions. But on
the question of reducing the Irish members to 80 the majority
sank   to   17,   but   rose   immediately   afterwards   to   31.   At
i o'clock was put the final motion, on the 68th day of debate,
for reporting the preamble of the Bill. This was carried by a
majority of 30, with prolonged Liberal cheering. Mr. Gladstone